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Summary

Living After the Atomic Bombing and Defeat:
Focusing on the Japanese Staff who Leaked Inside
Information about ABCC’s Atomic Bomb Microcephaly

Naomasa HIRAO™ and Mitsutoshi NAKANE**

The radiation from nuclear weapons also hurts the little life that sprouted in the mother’s
womb. The atomic bomb microcephaly that appeared in Hiroshima and Nagasaki was caused
by the exposure of fetuses in early pregnancy to the strong radiation of nuclear weapons, and
many of them were born with various disabilities such as intellectual disabilities and internal
organ diseases. The ABCC (Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission), which had been investi-
gating in utero-exposed children, was aware of the existence of A-bomb survivors with micro-
cephaly early on. However, it was hidden from the parties’ families.

Mikiko Yamanouchi, a Japanese staff member of ABCC, extracted data on A-bomb micro-
cephaly survivors kept by ABCC and leaked it to journalists. Yamanouchi, who is also an
A-bomb survivor, is a survivor of a girls’ school that was wiped out by the atomic bomb. She
was saved because the ship to go to school was delayed, but she survived, and she continued
to suffer for the rest of her life.

In this article, through interviews and memoirs of Mikiko Yamanouchi, who leaked inside

information from ABCC, we will explore her life after the atomic bombing and defeat.

* Hiroshima Shudo University Graduate School
** The Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hiroshima Shudo University
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